
 
 

September 4 & 5, 2021 

 

 

Three Good Things That Will Happen in September 

1. We will celebrate Unity Sunday on Sunday, September 12. Our worship will look different 
again this year (worship at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. rather than a single service). But the most 
important things remain the same: our common faith in Jesus, our common goal of being 
witnesses of this faith before a watching world, and our common final destination of heaven. 
We still have reason to celebrate this Unity Sunday! 

 

2. We will host the TosaFest chili & cupcake contest on Saturday, September 11. Whether or not 
you're a fantastic cook or baker, please consider entering your best pot of chili and/or your 
favorite batch of cupcakes! This event is a fantastic way for us to connect with the 
Wauwatosa community and reach out to people who might never otherwise visit St. John's. 
Visit www.sjtosa.org/TosaFest for more details and to register. 

 

3. We will kick off our slate of fall Bible studies. Large and small group studies; at church, in 
members' homes, and online; weekdays and weekends - there's something for everyone! 
We'll also be resuming Sunday school this fall for students in grades K3-7. Visit 
www.sjtosa.org/biblestudies for more information, and especially watch for a schedule and 
sign-up for Sermon Study Growth Groups coming soon. 
 

 

Two Good Things That Happened in August 

1. We began another school year. It was wonderful to see students and faculty back in the 
building, and we pray for God's richest blessings on this upcoming year!  

 

2. We wrapped up our summer sermon series on "Songs of Scripture." Our summer trip through 
various Psalms reminded us of a number of themes: restoration, peace, faithfulness, rest, 
trust, wisdom, and more. These familiar texts provide comfort in the midst of all of life's 
uncertainties and unite us in faith with fellow believers from centuries past. 

 

 

One Good Thing That You Might Not Know About 

1. At the end of September, we'll be hosting "Praise and Proclaim": a workshop designed to 
assist participants in learning how to share their faith and comfortably and confidently 
proclaim the gospel. Equipping our members for evangelism is one of the facets of our 
strategic plan, and the Board of Outreach is excited to sponsor this opportunity. Watch for 
more information – including a schedule and sign-up form – coming next week.  

https://elc.sjtosa.org/page/tosafest-chili-cupcake-contest
http://www.sjtosa.org/biblestudies


HAPPENINGS AT ST. JOHN’S 

 

Fall Bible Studies 

Beginning Sunday, September 19 – Our fall Bible studies kick off at 9:15 a.m. Chaplain Steve Stern 
leads our large-group class in the Fellowship Hall studying “A Punch in the Gut,” a look at how we as 
Christians cope with and respond to unexpected circumstances that can change our lives in an 
instant. Visit www.sjtosa.org/Punch for more information, including class handouts and video links. 
Bible Information Class also meets at 9:15 a.m. in the St. Matthew's Room and supplies a solid 
understanding of what we confess and believe as a confessional Lutheran Church. Both members 
and non-members are encouraged to attend; visit www.sjtosa.org/bicregistration to register.  
 

Sunday School 

Beginning Sunday, September 19 – We're looking forward to resuming Sunday school this fall! 
Children in K3 – 7th grade are invited to join us at 9:15 a.m. in the school classrooms. Visit 
www.sjtosa.org/sundayschool to register. 
 

Ministry Anniversary Celebration 

Sunday, October 3 – Please plan to join us as we celebrate 40 years in the ministry for Pastor Joel 
Leyrer, 23 years of which have been here at St. John’s. A celebratory worship service will be held at 
2:00 p.m., followed by a casual reception in the school gymnasium. 
 

Rooted & Mowing Workdays 

Thursday, September 9 & Sunday, September 19 – The Rooted and Mowing team is always looking 
for volunteers to help with garden maintenance and keep the landscaping looking great. Please join 
us for one or both of our September weeding dates (6:30 p.m. on Thursday and 1:00 p.m. on 
Sunday). Each workday will last for about an hour; volunteers are asked to bring their own gardening 
gloves and tools. If you’re interested in helping, contact Kurt and Kelly Kramer at 
rootedandmowing@outlook.com.  
 

St. John’s Employment Opportunity 

Applications due Friday, September 10 – St. John’s is hiring! We are now accepting applications for a 
part-time after-school aide. This position could work with any range of children from two-year-olds 
to 8th graders depending on our needs. Duties include leading children in table activities; supervising 
homework, snack, and gym or outdoor play; assisting children with day-to-day needs; maintaining a 
clean environment; and leading group activities. For a complete job description and to apply, contact 
our Early Learning Center director, Rachel Wendland, at elc@sjtosa.org or 414-453-9322. 

 
 

Weekly worship services are available online at www.sjtosa.org/video 
St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church | 7809 Harwood Ave | Wauwatosa WI  53213 | 414-258-7831 | church@sjtosa.org 
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Unity Sunday & New Hymnal Preview 

Sunday, September 12 – Due to COVID-related developments and uncertainties, we will hold Unity 
Sunday worship services in church at our standard times of 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. (no service Saturday 
night). Between services, please plan to join us at 9:15 a.m. in the church sanctuary as we preview 
and sing material from the new version of Christian Worship, the WELS hymnal scheduled for release 
later this fall. Visit www.christianworship.com for more details. 
 

Friends in Fellowship 

Tuesday, September 14 – Please join us as we resume our monthly meetings! Please bring your own 
lunch. Coffee/tea and dessert will be provided. Lunch and fellowship will begin at 12:00 noon in the 
Fellowship Hall as we provide information about upcoming programs and welcome your suggestions 
and comments. Our day will close with a viewing of the entertaining PBS video “Earth’s Sacred 
Wonders” at approximately 12:45 p.m. Bring a friend; all are welcome. We look forward to seeing 
you again! 
 

Sermon Study Growth Groups 

Beginning the week of Sunday, September 19 – Join us for the return of Growth Groups: small 
groups that gather in the homes of St. John’s members to discuss and analyze the week’s sermon 
theme and focus using a prepared study guide. Growth Groups also provide opportunities for 
fellowship and meeting other St. John’s members. Watch for more information and a sign-up in the 
next couple of weeks, and contact John Warnke at 920-471-5480 or john.m.warnke@gmail.com with 
questions.  
 

“Being a Kid in a Digital Age” Presentation 

Wednesday, October 20 – The Internet, Facebook, text messages, e-mail, chat rooms, cell phones, 
computers, laptops, and tablets can all have tremendous benefit for the user. However, they can also 
pose dangers and temptations that 21st-century kids and parents need to know about in order to 
have fun safely when using these technologies. In this seminar, participants will discuss ways to 
make the most of these technologies while also avoiding the pitfalls. Students in 5th – 8th grades and 
their parents are invited to join us from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall as we welcome 
Christian Family Solutions counselor Sarah Reinke. Childcare for younger siblings will be available. 
 

Small-Group Communion Services Ending 

As summer winds down and we continue to evaluate our COVID-related protocols and procedures, 
there is no longer the same level of need as there once was for our Wednesday small-group 
communion services. Although these services will not be offered moving forward, our pastors are 
always more than willing to make arrangements for private communion. Communion will also 
continue to be offered in our worship services on the first and third weekends of each month. Please 
feel free to contact any of the pastors with questions or comments.   

https://www.christianworship.com/
mailto:john.m.warnke@gmail.com


 

AROUND THE WELS 

 

New Beginnings Wine & Dine Event 

Thursday, September 9 – Join us for an evening of fine wine, appetizers, and a silent auction 
benefiting the mothers and children at New Beginnings – A Home for Mothers. This year’s event will 
support the ever-growing ministry and mission of New Beginnings in a variety of ways, including the 
building of a brand-new facility! We will be at Terrace 167 (3210 Hwy 167, Richfield) from 6:00 – 8:00 
p.m. To purchase your tickets ($40/person), visit www.givebutter.com/wine-dine-2021. 
 

Ironmen of God Men’s Conference 

Saturday, September 25 – The 7th annual Ironmen of God men's conference is coming up in Ixonia 
from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Hear WELS pastors speak on topics aimed straight at men! For details and 
registration information, visit www.ironmenofgodwi.org.  

 

 

Council Project of the Month: New Hymnals 

With the release of Christian Worship (2021) this fall, we’re looking forward 
to putting hymnals back in the pews! You – the members of St. John’s – will 
be using this book every week for years to come, and therefore we’re 
asking for your help in funding this non-budgeted expense. The cost for one 
hymnal is $25; please consider covering the cost of one or more hymnals by 
contributing to this important initiative. Visit www.sjtosa.org/giving to 

donate or make checks payable to St. John’s.  

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 

Budget to Actual Comparison  

  Budget  Actual  Difference 

July 1 – August 24:  $ 153,079  $ 145,341  $ (7,738) 

August 25 – 31:  $ 19,658   $ 12,749  $ (6,909) 

Year-to-Date Totals:  $ 172,737  $ 158,090  $ (14,647) 

 

      
 

 

 

Worship Schedule Spiritual Growth Opportunities 

Sundays – 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays – 9:15 a.m. Bible Study 
Saturdays – 5:30 p.m.  For details and other spiritual growth opportunities,  
Saturdays – 7:00 p.m. (Mandarin) see the narthex bulletin board or visit  
Communion is offered the first and third www.sjtosa.org/BibleStudies 
weekends of each month 
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